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ARCHITECTURE BY PEARSON DESIGN GROUP

“I ALWAYS IMAGINE A CREATION MYTH
AT THE BEGINNING OF A PROJECT”

says architect Larry Pearson. The principal of Bozeman-

based Pearson Design Group is well known for designing res-
idences that faithfully eate or imaginatively reinterpret
traditional styles of the Rocky Mountain West. But of the
many projects Pearson has helped bring to reality, perhaps
none more closely evokes the region’s history than West Fork
Camp, a residential compound on 17 acres within Big Sky’s
exclusive Yellowstone Club.

More than 15 years ago Pearson embarked on the project
with contractor Harry Howard, founding partner of Boze-
man-based custom homebuilders Yellowstone Traditions,
and their client, renowned cyclist Greg LeMond. Together
they developed a creation myth for a great Western ranch




¢ WE WERE TRYING TO DO SOMETHING GREATER THAN JUST

RE-CREATE A CAMP. THIS WAS ONE OF T#E FIRST PROPERTIES
BUILTAT THE YELL@WSTONE CLUB, AND WE WERE TRYING TO
FIND THE HISTORICAL ROOTS AND. MEANING GETHIS REACE. ¥
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“Greg is a romantic, a very artistic man who is passionate about
architecture and ‘Parkitecture,” Howard savs. Adds Pear-
sponsored and inspired us to reach a level of detail that

is very exceptional.”

Enhancing that detail was a commitment to using “materials
that came from as close to the region as possible,” Howard ex-
plains, including locally cut dead-standing lodgepole pines, recy-
cled logs and boards, and nal Harlowton fieldstone.

Of the four residences, which LeMond would use as a retreat
for family and friends, the one that appears to be the oldest was in-
spired by 1880s trapper i
was built with one stone half-wa
year-round natural thermal bene
that wall and all other exterior walls were
logs and chinked with a synthetic material that looks antique. The
team positioned the house near a small pond, one of three made
from natural springs on the property. >>

FACING PAGE: In the
“dogtrot”-sty

master bedroom

one of two old |

that were reass ]

on the site. LEFT: In the
cabin’s other log structure
are the kitchen and living
room, which features an
antique sofa, table and
chairs by Wyoming-b
furniture make

Molesworth and, over the
fireplace, an early-20th-
century oil painting by Tacs
artist Joseph Henry Sharp.
BELOW: A gentle uphill
walk leads to a fire pit
situated midway be

the cabin and fire tow




GOING RUSTIC

The architect and builder of West Fork Camp share their
tips for creating an authentic vintage-rustic aesthetic.

DO YOUR RESEARCH Even the experts need a little
inspiration. Architect Larry Pearson and builder Harry
Howard consulted period books for ideas, including
Park and Recreation Structures, a three-volume survey
published in 1938 by the National Park Service.

KEEP IT SMALL “We envisioned these homes as hav-
ing been built without hydraulics or a lot of other fancy
equipment,” Howard says, so the design team chose
modestly scaled building materials. “Many of the timber
lengths are less than 20 feet.”

STAY LOCAL “Ideally, materials should come from as
close to the site as possible,” Howard says. At West
Fork Camp, “a lot of them came to the site with the help
of a saw, ax, shovel and wheelbarrow.”

ADD WARMTH Textured materials and rich paint and
upholstery colors “can help create an environment that
feels warm and handcrafted,” Pearson notes.

MIX IT UP Most historical homes have evolved over
time, which is reflected in décor and furnishings drawn
from multiple generations. “Don’t be afraid to be a
little eclectic with a collection of furnishings and
finishes from different eras,” Pearson suggests.

On higher ground, a “dogtrot”-style structure measuring 1,150
square feet brings to mind the homes of early settlers. To create it,

the design team joined two old log homes—salvaged from the Fly-
ing D Ranch near Bozeman—with a central stone structure, just as
growing pioneer families did in the late 19th century. “The logs, the

thick stone walls and the stone fireplace give this cabin such a cozy

warmth,” Pearson says.

About 100 feet uphill from that cabin stands a third building, in-
spired by U.S. Forest Service fire towers built in the region in the
1920s and 1930s. "In our creation story, this structure represents the
Forest Service's development of the property,” Pearson explains. =
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FACING PAGE: Landscaping featur-
ing native plants surrounds the largest
cabin, which has a large corner porch.
THIS PAGE, TOP LEFT: The master
bedroom'’s log-framed bed was placed
to afford views westward toward the
trappers’ cabin and pond. BOTTOM
LEFT: In the master bathroom, an
antique early-20th-century English
freestanding tub is complemented by
a his-and-hers vanity custom-built by
Yellowstone Traditions. BELOW: Like
the three other main structures shar-
ing West Fork Camp, the cabin was
carefully situated to look like it has
occupied its site for many decades.

Containing a ground-floor bedroom and second-story bunkhouse
with kitchen, “it looks like what you might have expected when rang-
ers were manning the tower,” Pearson adds, “but there are a lot more
creature comforts.” The top wood-framed floor offers a comfortable
interior with custom Craftsman-style leather sleeper sofas along
with continuous walls of glass and a wraparound balcony offering

ery direction.

and newest-looking—residence stands within hail-
» of the trappers’ cabin. Reflecting mid-20th-century
building practices, the 1,900-square-foot home features frame con-
struction clad with stones and round logs. Rustic details, includ-
ing twig-and-birch-bark paneling, a majestic stone fireplace and a
600-square-foot porch, bring to mind some of the great camps of
the Adirondacks, Pearson notes. “As folks came west, they brought

with them.”
and rug-
not to mention a wealth of antique Western and
Arts and Crafts furnishings and period accessories, the homes at
West Fork Camp preserve the past in vibrant living form. “These
el boxes,” Pearson says. “They're as hand-built and detailed

as anything we've ever done.” Indeed, it is precisely through such

moré ||\ For a guide to this camp’s products and pros, attention to detail that this creation myth was brought to vivid life.
visit mountainliving.com/livinghistory.




